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shots fired at his own children at Sulejowek (the attack on his
house). He stated once more that he could not live without work
that gave immediate results; the Constitution did not permit the
President to do such work, and therefore he could not be President.
After apologizing for disappointing those who had voted for him
and those outside the Assembly who wished him to accept the
post, he demanded a new election.
MOSCICKI ELECTED PRESIDENT
It was held next day, June i, 1926, and Ignatius Moscicki, a
prominent scientist and industrialist, who was a friend of the
Marshal, was elected President on a second ballot by 281 votes
to 200 for Bninski. In an interview next day Pilsudski spoke
warmly of the new President as a "technician of the highest class,
and possessed of a clear and methodical mind which would be
brought to bear, in a salutary manner, on all questions concerning
the political and economic life of the country." For his part
Moscicki believed in Pilsudski as incarnating Poland "as no man
in any other country incarnated his country." Moscicki' took the
oath as President on June 4, and addressed a touching message
to the nation, calling on it to make an immense effort for moral
and material regeneration, and begging it to remember the
recent dissensions only as incentives to collective work for
Poland.
At the time of his election Moscicki was a professor in the
University of Lwow. He was born on December i, 1867, at
Mierzanowo, in the district of Plock; his father had taken part in
the insurrection of 1863. Moscicki studied at Warsaw and later
at the Riga polytechnic, where he specialized in chemistry. He
returned to Warsaw, which he left for London in 1892, and
there he remained for five years, engaged in perfecting himself
in chemistry and physics. Thence he went to Fribourg, Switzer-
land, where he became Assistant Professor of Physics; four
years afterwards he was Director of the laboratory of the University
of Fribourg, and made several important inventions of an electro-
chemical character. In 1913 he transferred his activities to Lwow,
where he was appointed Professor of Electro-Chemistry. After